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WHAT IT3 COMINQ TO.

Dill Nye tll.o Dlirrtlnti About Hooding

llrct.
X"V KllITNIl mvilr In

A nr receipt of tho fol
lowing letter not
long ngo:

Nr.w Ypiik, Ir) Dec !?., Isn7. (

UrjuiHiii-TliocIu- u

formed for tho pur- -

iwso of Kiting a
flu tree to ltd
fellow Ismrdera In n

iKVlV.(CT largo prlwito lioard- -

VMwcgf lug Iioiim' request tlio
r-- pleasure of your- .)r,..n.(j nt tho name

on IVc. 31. We do not expect joti to lie present;
In fact, wo would rather haven letter of regret
from you. If you would ko finer in It would not
bo published, but ilnipl' lo read on tin oenlng
with other coinniiiiilcAllnui of a llko iintun, eto.,
etc. '

Astherohno stamp Indexed In reply to
tho nbovo letter, I hnvo decided to reply
brllly through the columns of tho prexs. '

Tho lilciinf soliciting n letter or regret M

original with tho writer of tho iiIkivo, whoso '

nntno U kindly suppressed. ThU ivply will
comon littlo Into for tho lis Christmas, but
It mny Ikj retained for Unit of IRSS.

As ono who bus gliiddeuel ninny n tsoeinl
gntherlngby n well worded letter of regret,
I desire to state that I bull w Itb joy this now
ntiit Ingenuous method of :iylng tliMinctly in
a letter of Invitation whether one's regrets
would lw preferable to bis company. This
custom will dually revolutionize , and
letters of in Itatlon will some day state dis-
tinctly whetlier tho guest will nlTonl tho
greate-- t delight to his host by accepting or
declining the Invitation It will Ik) a big
thing Kmlnent men, bko Dr. Mary Walker
nnd tho writer of these lines, will then lmvo
nioro regrets than tlioy know what to do
with.

It will alo simplify tho matter of enter-
tainment ltslf and render It purely a cleri-

cal matter With ugood tyjiow liter a innn
of moderate means could Ksuo invitations
enough in ono forenoon to yield u, column
nnd a half of regrets.

Ho could then, on tho evening of tho
liampiet, congiegato himself around n light
collation of mush and milk, write up an ac-

count of tho debauch and scud it in to tho
morning p.iiers, accompanied by tho letters
of regret, nnd it would read well nnd cost
very llttlo. Invitations might read as fol-

lows:
Mr. requests tho pleasure of a letter from

you declining and regretting your Inability to bo
present nt lib Christinas tico The letter thould
not contain oxer WW words and must be written
only on one side of tlio paper

it. a. v. i. i:.o. D.T.i".
HcplicsMiniild Ikj in tno handwriting of tho

person Invited, and should not only contain n
largo blue mass of regrets, but branch olT in
n way that would really jerk out tho stinger
which a letter of regrets generally contains.
For Instance, a letter from tho president
should contain, liosido tlio lxmg expressed In
his regret, a fragment of bis message and n
lock ot his hair. A letter of regret from Mr.
'Whlttler should contain an autograph poem
Dittoall lwts. Statesmen declining one of
theso conditional Invitations would lw

to embody KrtioiM of forthcoming
speeches in their letters of regret. Artists
'would U expected to Jerk a pen and ink sun-
set lu tho corner of their reply, suitablo for
nn album, and musicians could insert a bar
of a favorite opera.

This method of swapping stationery for
regrets would soon, if proerly

handled, yield more than n silver wedding
nnd Ik) iullnitely hioro versntilo. It prevents
tho wholesale tramping of cake into tho car-
pet, liecnuso you need not hayo cako and you
need not have any ono to tramp it into tha
cnriot. No cards, no cake, no carpet, no
company.

Tho time Is approaching when a man with
n lock Ihix at tho jiostollleo, sixty cents' worth
of stationery and thoutinostconlldi'iice in him-
self can produce for publication an account
of tho orgies at his house, which would miko
tho rending public extremely angry liecnuso
it was not present.

All of tho foregoing, except the letter of
invitation, is written in a tone of banter nnd
raillery. Tlio letter is genuine, and was
written by a young man of this city. If ho
had said that my letter declining his invita-
tion would bo published, very likely I would
have replied by mall, but ho has maddened
mo by asking tor i, confidential autograph
letter of regrets which would not get Into
print. Another form of invitation mny read
as follows:

Compliments of Sir. aud Mrs. Iloniloblush Un-
seen, who would lio tickled almost to death on re-

ceiving word that Mr. William Contiguously can.
not Iki present nt their Christinas tieo. Tho tree
U given largely for tho purpovoof making tho
lcopluwho live opposite liatft themselves to death,
and letters of bitter regret aud disappointment
nro expected from many noted eoplo l'leuso
send In "copy" by 0 o'clock. The transom over
tho door will bo left open ns lato as 10:.'X) for tho
reception of Christmas gifts.

Letters of regret may bo couencu in eholco
langungo, expressing poignant grief in tho
ilrst lllio or two nnd then branch out lu tho
direction of grief,' pathos, humor, patriotism,
poetry, politics or trade. Tlio following Is
'the stylo which would bo In best tusto for a
poet:

JIv Dr.Aii Mn. and Mns. Thiiiftv-- As I writs
these words teal's well up to my swcli.irgcd orbs,
and if bunny wero hero I would like to my
bead lu her lap and haven good cry I cannot at-
tend your lieautiful Cliilstina tree, in I shall havo
to remain nt home up toa lato hour w riling letters
Of regret to puoplo who will bu bitterly dlap.
.pointed unless they rccci them

Hoping that you will hai-- n go0- - iinvj aud soo
that this letter of regn grcs Into the paper
straight, I remain, yours truly, ele

Tills custom will nmko every host bis own
'historian, reporter and social biographer, mid
with a purple imagination, a loiiiitaiu pen
nnd a messenger boy, a man may entertain
llko a prince.

Hut a sad thought comes to mo as 1 closo
'this column of bright anticipations. Per-
haps an exception has lieun made in my own
case. It may ho that tho custom is not to
become, general, but that In my case the host
has seen mo at sotno other gathering and

that 1 would dit better and slnno with
nioro olVulgeneo ns a regretter than as a
guest, and bo, with that prompt and ready
discernment which should ihaiarteno tho
'true host, he has assigned to mo thut part on
the programme-whic- lie thought uatuio bad
best lltted mo fori

And so, while I'alr women and bravo men
beneath the ruddy light swny to nnd fro to
Uie voluptuous measures of n KtiniKs waltz,
or hnppj voices burst forth in song nnd eyes
tell of love to other eye i which in return
nmke a similar remark, I shall Ihj icrmittcd
to 1111 tlio ulr nnd tho postolilco wi.h my vain

'rcgiets! Hall! (Jh harrowing thought It
cannot, mint not bo Unco more I make tho
same htntivic it, l, 'Huh!' Hill Nye lu
Now York Wiuld.

t.ltlel.v.
The Infant Uinj of Hjlnin has received a

'present of UMKXici .irsfromatobaeei) planter
of Ilavuua. As t'.io clears presented to n
person wv nli nit 75 ier cent, nieauer than
those ho buy.loi Ins tew. use, It is probablo
'that the iiii.I bnliu'v.lll coutluuo to smoke
clgnrH uf In i own purchasing and give nwuy
1o his IrieiuU tho) pivwuU'U to LI in. Nor
Yiutowu Herald.

QUIET CHUCKLC9.

"DM you over go toltoggnnlng, Mr.
Wlntcrwhcntt" "No,'' wl'l U'" old man.
"but I onco stepiwd Into the elevator well
nnd fell down four stories lu tin of
n second. That Is fnt enough for me I'm
getting too old for much excitement," lhir
delta

A Now York hclross hnd n mnrrlago pro-jios- nl

from nn I'ngllsli duke, but her parents
were proud nnd ambitious and made her
innrry nn American editor. Norrlstown
Herald

They say up nroiind 8t. Pmil that It Is so
cold (lint tho air fairly glistens with tho bits
of frost that 1111 It. We noticed those bright
specks, but we thought that they wero froen
lortl"iisot the 8psvhes made by ( Inventor
McOlllnud Mayor Huiltli nt the llino of tlio
laying or tho corner stono of tlio Ice palnoo.

Chicago Times.
An I co bridge has formed nt Nlngnrn Palls,

and Aineiican defuultel's whownnt to ivncli
Canada can now slide. Norrlstown Herald.

The Transcript seaks of the turtle ns
taking n "lending part nt dinners." Wo
thought lilt generally npioiirod us a suh.
Boston lliilletln.

An cfTort Is Ining mado In Now York to
abolish hanging, nnd substitute killing by
electricity. There Is ono thing to lw said In
favor of the change. Tho nbolltlon of tho
gibbet would retire tho moss covered
phrases "dull thud" nnd "launched Into
eternity." Norrlstown Hernld.

A Hardened Specimen.
Omaha Man I sent you u coinnuinlentlon

yesterday stating that I had sent a ham to
tho starving family referred to in your col-

umns.
Kditor Yes. I ordered it printed.
"It came out In tho paivrthat 1 had 'stolen

u ham from that starving family nnd was
sorry for it '"

"My gracious! It wjis a tyjiogrnplilciil
error, of courso. I sincerely hope you will
bcliuvo mo. Don't shoot."

"I was only reaching for my ocket hand-

kerchief, sir, to wiH) tho tears of sympathy
from my cyco. 1 know how you feel alwtit It.
I did not mind It. 1 only called to direct
your attention to the blunder so it would bo
corrected."

"You did not mind such n horrible error its
thntf

"Oh, no. I'm used to such things. I used
to bo an editor myself." Omaha World.

Tho Wrong Door.

MJmmpmm

WtM mm

m i I

Agent (to lady nt front door) Is tho mis-
tress of the hoitso In?

Lady 1 think so, sir. Will you bo kind
enough to inquire at tho kitchen door! New
York Sun.

Sorlely In I'hlhio'.ilphlii.
A member of Tho Philadelphia Call staff

received nn invitation to call iiwm a friend
tho other ovenlng, nnd was considerably
mystilU.il when ho saw In the lower left hand
corner tho following letters in IkiIiI faced
type, "C. O. B. KV' His friends wero ipics-tioue- d

ns to their meaning, but none of them
hnd over seen them used that way, and bo
wns compelled to wait until tho party who
sent it should clear away the mystery.
'What do those letters mean?" ho was asked.
"Como or bo killed," baid ho. l'hiladolphia
Call.

A Nice I.I tlio Christian.
Fnshlonnblo Hector (to llttlo girl) So you

lovo to go to church, Flossie, and bo ngood
little girl?

Flossie Yos, Indeed, Mr. Whltcchokcr.
Hector Do you know many of tho littlo

girls who lxiotig to tho church I

Flossie No, sir; not very many. I only
caro to know those w ho sit in tho mlddlo
aisle. Now York Sun.

Cheaper.
"Let mo glvo you somo ndvlce," said Mr.

Clnrenco Knowles, "about sodding grnss for
your lawn. Don't sod it. Don't uso grass at
all. Buy Persian rugs nnd cover your lawns
with them. You can got them for a hundred
dollars apiece, and a hundred or so will cover
your lawn. They nro qui to as pretty as grass
and very much less exieusivu." Atlanta
Constitution.

Suicidal.
Mrs. Lnngerfelt I took your prescription,

doctor, but It hasn't seemed to do mo a bit of
good.

Dr. Boles Did you disguise It In a bit of
ornugo, as I told you?

Mm. L. No; you see It was Into Inst night,
and instead of building out for nn orange, I
used n slice of fruit cao. Tid Bits.

Wanted Work Tor Ills IVIto.
Applicant Please, ma'am, can you help a

poor man who is out of work f

Woman I guess I can find something for
you to do.

Applicant (gratefully)-Thiin- ks. If you
could give mo some washing to do I'll tuko it
homo to my wife. The Kjioeh

Truth In a Nntlicll.
One of Illinois' many editors has n great

head Ho is n philosopher, for he writes:
"Nocr Judge by nppeurniiees , blaiiby
coat mny contain an (slftnr, while n man
wearing n bib tuiud plug bat and sjxirtmg
nilmiccniH. may n delinquent subscribci '

New York .Sun

Ot Com e II IViih Iliad,.
Kditor How's this, young man? You

penk of the lair lu ido ns having hair black
as the driven snow Where weru you raises!

lb jiorter in Pittsburg, sir.
Kilitur Ab, yes. Detroit Kreo Pre.

n KriMlcnui.t.
nopkins Why do you v.r rubbers, Jop-kiu- st

Jopklns-IJconoi- ny, my dear loy. Tliero
lire no soles to my shoes New York Sun

The Iron Maud.
lueiaciiiut the litug of Swislen bus issued

u volume ot his poems shows very iirnil,
that theriwislfit urea patient mid loug r

ihmihIi Nmw Oiiejuu States.

THE YOUNO T0LK9.

flrnhdniii tNiuill) N)iiiintlilo with Chit
drn hi Truiibli'.

A llttlo Imy wns sent to tho grocer's for n
pnll of inolnssos. Heturnlng ho foil nnd
spilled It In the sand. As hn wept profusely
over the appalling catnstroplip, n llttlo friend
chanced to coun along nnd asked him whnt
ho wns crying for. llotvplUxl: "I bnvospllt
tho 'lasses, nnd I mn nfrald to go home, nnd
tell my inanuua. Hhe will whip me." To
w hlrh bis little w ould 1h cotnrorter nnswensl,
In solemn tones, "Haven't y.m got n grand
nmi" Boston (llolsv

A Ibenloglenl Intaut.
Oraco M. lsHenisdd When f yeai-- s old

she was lu the country visiting her grand-
parents. There she had ns a playmate
(loorglo, the sou f u .MethiHbstclergynian,
of like tender 'jenlx While at play they
wore freipieiilly uuiioyod by n little urchin
whoso society was neither congenial nor do
sirable. On one occasion tlruclo biH'ntno
sorely disgusted with the little Intruder, mid,
throwing up her hands, exclaimed,

"Well, there, I do wish I'nt I'nllon was In

the bad place."
"Oh, no, ' rouionstrntod the precocious sou

of tho ikirsnn, "von w Ish the 1onl would take
!ilm."-t.iisio- ii(il !'.

Didn't Want to Hear.
Llttlo Walter is a very active boy, nnd

takes no nccount of bis steps when playing
nnd amusing himself, but u call In the midst
of fun to do some trilling crntud for any
inemlier or the family produces nn immediate
change of pneouswell as luoo, Ono morn-
ing his mother, having twice sent him down-Sinn'- s

with niivsiigos lo thoKorwintH, made n
third demand for his serins u few- mis
incuts later, which so iinimjisl blni that ho
angrily exelnlnusl: "I wish I hnd doors on
my cars, sol couldn't bear ou."- - Ibirer's
Miigazlue.

(Hl'crliii; n Milislltnte.
One day Kruest had Iwvn senouslj lect-

ured by bis uio'.her, nnd llntilly niit to the
j ard to llud a sw itch with which lie wus to
bo punished, Ho returned soon, and said:
"1 couldn't flint nny switch, inamiiia: but
hero's a stone you can llnow nt mo.- "- IIar-er'- s

Miiga.lue.

Iteti nnd ' eintili.
Llttlo Bessie l'npn, I do hnto to hear your

jhjii scratch.
l'npn It's the iaK'r, my denr.
Ilosslo Well, pnp.i, emit you get some

paper that dnoan't Itch o bud. Burlington
I'rco I'icss.

'lulu or Hie IIII1111I.
'Kver since tho hllznid iwimiI," says n

Miuiio4otu uiHr, "work has In en going for-war-

on exciiMitlons for llie purpose of dis-

covering the postolilco building A shaft Is
being sunk thioiigh the miow which it is
hoped will strike it, bit if it should not those
In charge will drift north nnd south till it Is
located. Grave fears are inter! allied thnt
the iKjstumsier may have lns'iimedesiKindcnt,
as he bus not been heard to holler since early
in the storm. He must certainly Im quite
lonesome, nt least, us his only companion
was the olllco cat and bo ery likely has beeu
forced to use her for fuel before this time, ns
tlio look boxes nnd registered letters must lx
oxhausted cro now. Parties who llvo out on
Kden prnlrio report that they bad no dllll-cult- y

in (hiding their wuv home during tho
storm ns tbev kept hold of the telegraph wlro.
Were it not . ,r tho oxtreino dryness of our
Minnesota air the friends of tho ostmnstcr
uould be very uneasy lest when ho Is re-
covered ho should bo found lro7.cii ns stiir ns
a rnllroud tie." Cnlenc . Tribun- -.

Watched Over with Care.

4ftir
m aSii--'.v

?sMfiv c!rsii'i' a nu
x- - --titfst. s"

,MVsA-niA..s.- s

Mamma to ninsf) What ts ull that noise
in the nursery, Mnrlel

Nurso 7m lectio dog, madnme, has taken
Mces Flossie's candy.

Maiuinn Well, take itfion. him at onco,
Marie, nnd glvo it back to Miss Flossie. Poor
littlo Fido, ho mustn't cut so much candy; it
might make him sick. The Epoch.

Kxcrjtblng Went,
"Did you niako enough money on your

stock deal, John, to buy the sort of enrringa
you promised? I suppose you did, though."
shondded conlldcntly; "yoa said you put In
your money at the bottom of tho market."

"So I did, my denr, so I did. but the bot-
tom Itself dropped out." Chicago Mall.

Snfo Truvellnj- - Assured.
Eastern Hallway Manager What's the

pricoof coal now?
Assistant Nino dollars a ton
"Humph I Send word to the passenger

lirakciuen to use coal very cautiously. Wo
don't want nny more car stove horrors."
Oiuuhu World.

IInf It Happened at I.nst.
"Have you heard that Lily is engaged to

young Fledgolyf" asked Maud.
"No," replied Kiln. "I thought bo was too

bashful ever to propose."
"Oh, but it's leap year, you know." Now

Yorlt Evening Sun.

Iteiisou III All Thine.
Gentleman (to Uncle Hastusi Why, Undo

Hindus, you nevor charged mo thirty-liv- e

cents before for carrying in a ton of coal
Uncle Hindus Hat's case do price hnh rlz,

Mistuh Kunf Yo' kain't erpee' to git seven
doilab coal cauied in ut do ole rutus, sab.
ThoIJpoch.

An AliMirhlni; Itenicdy
Nuit Dix'toi" doctor! lly mistake I gnvo

tho patient No IT n spoonful of iul; instead
of luedlejue.

Doctor Well, mnko him eat n blotter right
nwny The Wiileibury.

VT Iroi lunate.
"Yes,' said n .Miung riiiludelphlnn, "wo

huve n line little theiitlo ill our city solely for
the use of niuateiirs."

"That's loitiiiinto for the public," observed
hit friend Judge

S'eaxiniiDIe.
On fnviinj: da) t protect j our chest,
Cloe up oui coat, pull down ) our vct,

AuJ ).ink our cup down strong
The.e fiott) morns, when blizzard, blow,
Man waut but little enr Uiow,

Nor wanti that littlo loug,
Now York Uvcolug Sun.
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Light

A WOMEErUL IIYEITIOI.
This will Furnish the Consumer

Twice the Light that is given
by any other process

and Saves Gas.
This light can be seen at our offlcel25 11th St

Where Particulars given regarding operation

L. WESSEL, JR. General Agent.

KNOB HILL
Scale,
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STREET.

the highest dryest and most
beautiful building sites yet presented to the public. These lots are not high priced when their
sightlinej-- is considered; they are sure to be the homes of our best people, and will always be
valuable property. Street cars, already handy, will soon run by the property. The terms
are thus:

One-fort- h Cash; balance 3 Equal Annual Payment"
WITH INTEREST AT EIGHT PER CENT.

DELAYS ARE DANGEROUS.
The lots ,vill be advanced twenty-fiv- e per cent, when twenty-fiv- e are sold. Buy now.

McBRIDE & MELONE
ROOM 4, RICHARDS BLOCK


